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1. 
EU Rural Development policy 2014-2020
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CAP 2014 ù2020 : setting the main picture 



Europe 2020 targets
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Å In line with Europe 2020and the overall CAP objectives three 
long-term strategic objectives for EU rural development policyin 
the 2014-2020 period can be identified:

Å fostering the competitiveness of agriculture.

Å ensuring the sustainable management of natural resources, and 
climate action.

Å achieving a balanced territorial development of rural economies and 
communities including the creation and maintenance of employment.

Å the policy will be implemented through national and/or regional rural 
development programmes(RDPs) which run for seven years.

http://ec.europa.eu/europe2020/index_en.htm
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EU Rural Development programming process

 

2.  Detailed needs 
asse ssment :   

- By priority 

and focus 
area  

1. General SWOT of the 

programme area:   

- Competitiveness of the 
agri - food sector  

- Environment and 
climate  

- Socio -economic 
situation of rural areas  

3.  Strategic response:  

- Choice of relevant 
priorities / focus 
areas  

- Target setting  

- Planning of 

measures, outputs, 
financial resources  

 

Intensity of 

aid per area/ 

beneficiary

Eligibility 

conditions 

Selection 

criteria 

Context Analysis Policy 

Delivery



Rural development programme main chapters

STRATEGY

(intervention needs)

Ex-ante evaluation

SWOT

6 Union priority, their 18 focus 

areas and, cross cutting,

innovation, environment and climate

TOOLS 

Measures and sub-

measures

combination

according  to 

priority / focus area 

needs

--------
- Beneficiary admissbility

- Selection criteria 

- type of operation 

description

- Admissible expenditure

- Financial allocation

- Output indicators

etc.

Context features (ie, ñex-ante conditionalitesò) Implementation features (ie, milestones/targets 

settings in relation to performance reserve, local 

development ïCLLD )

Thematic sub programmes

(optional)

to address

Rural development strategic programming: logical framework

Source: own elaboration an update of DG Agri slides 10

CONTEXT 

ANALYSIS

TARGET

SETTING



Performance oriented approach

6 Union priorities for

rural development 

+

18 RDP Focus areas

RESULTS 

indicators 

RDP measures
OUTPUT 

indicators

TARGET 

indicators

6% of RDP Ą 2019 AIR Ą Performance indicators 

AchievingĄMILESTONES and EX ANTE conditionalities



12Source: DG Agri ɬɁ3ÏÌɯ" /ɯtoward 2020 ɬPolitical Agreement - slidesɂɯɯ- December 2013



2. Rural development policy in Italy 
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Å Population 60,6 millions of inhabitants

Å Surface: 30,1 millionsof ha
ü UAA: 12,4 millionsof ha(41%)
ü Forestrysurface: 10,9 millionsof ha(36%)

Å Lessfavouredareas/mountains: 18,4 millionsof ha(61%)
Å AreaNatura2000: 4,3 millionsof ha (14,3%)
Å Areasaffectedby highnitrates: 4,05millionsof ha(13%)

Å Averagefarm size: 8,4 ha
Å Agriculturalholdings: 1.476.000farms

14

The National context



Å MiPAAFT: Ministry of agricultural, food and forestry policies 

and Tourism

Å 19 Regions + 2 Autonomous Provinces 

Å 8.101Municipalities

Italian rural development: institutional organisation, roles 
and responsibilities

Å Ministry level: 1 Partnership Agreement 

Å 2 National  programmes: 1 RDP (risk 
management, water resources, cooperation for 
cattle sector); 1 rural network programmes

Å Regional level:  21 Rural Development 
Programmes (RDPs)

Å Governance and implementation of the system : 
ά{ǘŀǘŜ-wŜƎƛƻƴǎ tŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜέ
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The role of Ministry of agricultural, food, forestry policies and tourism : 

ü represents both State and Regions at UE level (ie, negotiation on EU budget in relation to

CAP, RD regulations proposals discussion at Council and Commission level, etc);

ü activates national co-financing counterpart by dealing with the Ministry of Economics

and Finance;

ü acts asɁ$ %1#Leading  ÜÛÏÖÙÐÛàɂwithin the Ɂ/ÈÙÛÕÌÙÚÏÐ×Agreementɂand ensures

coherence,complementarity and synergy with other EU and national funds;

ü coordinates and supports regional RDP Managing Authorities on horizontal issues such

as: EAFRD rules on expenditure eligibility , state aid notification , Integrated Agriculture

(national guidelines), National Action Plan on sustainable pesticide use, cross-compliance

and baseline identification , reduction and exclusion system, Law on agriturismo , Law on

social farming etc;

ü manages a National Rural Development Programme (dealing with Measure 4.3 ɬfor

Irrigation investments, Measure 10.2 - AEC and Measure 16.2 ɬCooperation for Animal

biodiversity , Measure 17 - Risk Management);

ü manages a National Rural Network Programme EU supported .

16
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The regional level

V According to Italian Constitution, The Italian Republic is composed by

Municipalities, Provinces, main Cities, Regions and the State. Legislative

power is wielded by the State and the Regions. Each Region has a

regional Council, a regional government and a regional President.

V Concerning Rural development policies, each Region is responsible for the

definition of the regional strategy (in the framework of the partenership

agreement) and for the implementation of its own Rural Development

Programme RDP (Managing Authority).

V Some Regions manage RDPs with a centralized method. Other Regions

manage RDPs following a decentralized method



Regions (NUTS 2)       
21 RDPs                 

Rural Development 

Programmes

Each Region is 

responsible for the 

definition of the regional  

strategy and for the 

implementation of its 

own Rural 

Development 

Programme RDP 

(Managing Authority). 



Since 2002 Since 2004

National and Regional Paying Agencies

Since 2009

Since 2008
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Agea acts both as ɁCoorditation !ÖËàɂɯfor all the 

italian / ÚɯÈÕËɯɯÛÏÌɯɁNational Paying Agency ɂ
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Source:  own elaboration of 23 RDPs financial plans initially notified to EC  

Italy - 2014-2020 RDPs: EAFRD allocation and public expenditure 

State Regions Conference agreement : 16th 
January 2014
Less developed Regions: union cofinancing
60,50%
Transition regions: union cofinancing 48,00%
More developed regions : union cofinancing
43,12%
NRDP e NRN: union cofinancing 45,00% 

2014-2020 EAFRD allocation: 10.429 MEURO
2014-2020 public expenditure: 20.859 
MEURO
NB:  in addition, 14,7 MEURO from 
ɁÊÈ××ÐÕÎɂɯ
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21Source:  own elaboration of 23 RDPs financial plans actually in force

Italy - 2014-2020 RDPs: EAFRD allocation by measures. 

Unit of measure: milion of euro
0,00 1.000,00 2.000,00 3.000,00 4.000,00 5.000,00 6.000,00

Knowledge transfer and information actions - M1

Advisory services, farm management and farm relief services - M2

Quality schemes for agricultural products and foodstuffs - M3

Investments in physical assets - M4

wŜǎǘƻǊƛƴƎ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŘŀƳŀƎŜŘ ōȅ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘΧ

Farm and business develpment  - M6

Basic services and village renawal in rural areas - M7

LƴǾŜǎǘƛƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ŀǊŜŀ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǿƛŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦΧ

Setting up of producer group and organisations - M9

Agri-environmental-climate  payments - M10

Organic farming - M11

Natura 2000 e WFD payments - M12

Payments to areas facing natural or other specific costraints - M13

Animal welfare - M14

Forest environmental and climate services and forest conservation - M15

Cooperation       - M16

Risk management - M17

Support for  LEADER local development (CLLD)  - M19

Technical Assitance - M20

Public Expenditure EAFRD



άbŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ wǳǊŀƭ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜέ
www.reterurale.it 

1994 ï1999  LEADER II   Network

2000 ï2006  LEADER+   Network

2007 ï2013  NATIONAL RURAL NETWORK

2014 - 2020 NATIONAL RURAL NETWORK

Networking by the national rural network shall aimto:

(a) increase the involvement of stakeholders in the implementation of rural development;

(b) improve the quality of implementation of rural development 

programmes;

(c) inform the broader public and potential beneficiaries on rural development policy and 

funding opportunities;

(d) foster innovation in agriculture, food production, forestry and rural areas.



3. Rural Development typology of intervention. 



RDP 2014 ς2020 : the set of Measures
Knowledge transfer Basic services and village 

renewal

Payments to areas facing 

natural or other specific 

constraints

Advisory services Investments in forest area 

development

Animal welfare

Quality schemes Setting up of producer groupsForest-environmental 

payments

Investments in physical assets 

(farmers, groups of farmers, young 

farmers)

Agri-environment- climate Co-operation

Restoring agricultural 

production potential

Organic farming Risk management

Farm and business 

development

Natura 2000 and Water 

framework directive 

payments

(Leader-approach)



25Source:  own elaboration of 23 RDPs financial plans actually in force

Italy - 2014-2020 RDPs: EAFRD allocation by measures

Unit of measure: milion of euro
0,00 1.000,00 2.000,00 3.000,00 4.000,00 5.000,00 6.000,00

Knowledge transfer and information actions - M1

Advisory services, farm management and farm relief services - M2

Quality schemes for agricultural products and foodstuffs - M3

Investments in physical assets - M4

wŜǎǘƻǊƛƴƎ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŘŀƳŀƎŜŘ ōȅ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘΧ

Farm and business develpment  - M6

Basic services and village renawal in rural areas - M7

LƴǾŜǎǘƛƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ŀǊŜŀ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǿƛŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦΧ

Setting up of producer group and organisations - M9

Agri-environmental-climate  payments - M10

Organic farming - M11

Natura 2000 e WFD payments - M12

Payments to areas facing natural or other specific costraints - M13

Animal welfare - M14

Forest environmental and climate services and forest conservation - M15

Cooperation       - M16

Risk management - M17

Support for  LEADER local development (CLLD)  - M19

Technical Assitance - M20

Public Expenditure EAFRD



4. 
Example of different policy support for Rural tourism
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V 6.2 Businessstart up aid for non-agricultural activities 
in rural areas

V M 6.4 Support for investments in creation and 
development of non-agricultural activities

V M.7 Basic services and village renewal

Example 

of 

measures 

to 

support 

rural 

tourism  



RDP 2014 ς2020: Farm and business development 

6.1 Businessstart up aid for young farmers

6.2 Businessstart up aid for non-agricultural activities in 

rural areas

6.3 Businessstart up aid for the development of small farms

6.4 Supportfor investments in creation and development of 

non-agricultural activities

6.5 Payments for farmers eligible for the small farmers scheme 

who permanently transfer their holding to another farmer



6.2 Businessstart up aid for non-agricultural activities in rural areas

The sub-measure 6.2 supports the start-up of new businesses for non-agricultural 

activities for: development, production and marketing of innovative products or services in 

the key and emerging sectors of the rural economy. (NO FARMS). 

The support for the start-up of micro or small companies is limited to the initial phase 

(start up) of the life cycle of the company and cannot become an operating aid.

Sectors:

bioeconomy: productive and economic activities based on the sustainable use of renewable 

natural resources and on their transformation into final or intermediate goods and services;

reduction of the impacts of climate change on the territory: initiatives aimed at creating 

new business models and services to reduce the impacts of climate change; 

creativity, culture and rural tourism : innovative business activities and 

services in the field of creativity, cultural and tourist promotion in regional 

rural contexts. 



6.2 Businessstart up aid for non-agricultural activities in rural areas

The sub-measure 6.2 supports the start-up of new businesses for non-agricultural 

activities  for: development, production and marketing of innovative products or services in the key and 

emerging sectors of the rural economy.

Sectors:

environment and green economy: productive and economic activities based on the use and enhancement of 

forest products, reuse activities, waste reduction and energy consumption and for the recycling of non-

agricultural materials and products; 

enable local community: sharing traditional knowledge to improve relationships at the local community 

level; 

social services with high economic sustainability: service activities aimed at linking access to 

universal rights and health, to a new collective responsibility; 

innovative craftsmanship: craft activities aimed at innovating uses, materials and 

products, with the significant contribution of design, creativity and new IT tools; 

ICT services: development of software and digital services capable of improving the use of 

ICT in businesses and the rural population.



6.2 Businessstart up aid for non-agricultural activities in rural areas

Investment example (the case of Sardinia) : 

One of the many topics: 

Creativity, culture and rural tourism:
innovative business activities and services in the field of creativity, of cultural and tourist promotion 

in regional rural areas. 

Beneficiaries: only new entrepreneurs Ą not existing entrepreneurs. 

Eligibility conditions relating to the application . 

The granting of the support is subject to the presentation of a specific Business Plan.

The newly established companiesmust have their legal and operational headquarters 

in the identified rural areasand must carry out the activities and production processes provided 

for by the Business Plan in these areas.

Eligible expenses. 

The support is granted in the form of a flat-rate start-up premium. 



RDP 2014 ς2020: Farm and business development 

6.1 Businessstart up aid for young farmers

6.2 Businessstart up aid for non-agricultural activities in rural 

areas

6.3 Businessstart up aid for the development of small farms

6.4 Support for investments in creation and development of 

non-agricultural activities

6.5 Payments for farmers eligible for the small farmers scheme 

who permanently transfer their holding to another farmer



6.4 Support for investments in creation and development of 

non-agricultural activities

The main objective of Measure 6.4 of  2014-2020 RDP is to support for 

investments aimed at achieving the following objectives:

Å fostering the diversification of agricultural activities into non-

agricultural activities to integrate famersô income;

Å developing the establishment of new small and medium-sized enterprises 

and micro-enterprises in rural areas;

Å promoting employment in rural areas;

Å supporting the production of renewable energy in rural areas;

Å developing service activities in favor of rural society, related to health 

care and social integration



6.4 Support for investments in creation and development of 

non-agricultural activities

Beneficiaries are:

Å Farmers, individuals or associates, which 

carry out farm activities, educational farms, 

social farms, energy production from 

renewable sources, business-crafts, tourism-

service-technological innovation.

The type of support and the ceilings provided 

by Regulation 1305/2013 are as follows:

Å grants, disbursed under the de minimis

regime, quantified to 70% of the eligible 

expenditure

Each region has envisaged 

an intensity of aid and 

eligibility conditions that are 

diversified on the basis of 

regional priorities and the 

characteristics of  local 

agriculture .



6.4 Support for investments in creation and development of 

non-agricultural activities

The actual regional implementation in Italy (the case of Tuscany) 

Aid Intensity :

(a) 40% for investments with one

Extras of:

b) + 10% in the case of investments made

in farms located in mountainous areas

c) 10% in case of young farmer

who is applying for

the start-up aid  prize

within the "Youth Package".

The aid is granted under Reg.

(EU) 1407/2013 "Aid for Minimis".

Contribution required / granted

not less than 5,000



6.4 Support for investments in creation and development of 

non-agricultural activities

The actual regional implementation in Italy (the case of Tuscany) 

The types of investment in the farm that are incurred are the follows:

Investments to improve the quality of rural tourism activities including the preparation 

and delivery of  farm products to guests, investments in open spaces for corporate tourism, as 

well as investments aimed at energy and water efficiency. 

Investments for interventions aimed at the development of educational / didactic 

activities (educational farms)and social farming activities, including childcare, elderly 

people, people with disabilities and / or disadvantages. 

Investments in recreational activities in the farm, also linked to animal, sporting and rural 

resources, and the exploitation of natural and landscape resources. 



6.4 Support for investments in creation and development of 

non-agricultural activities

The actual regional implementation in Italy (the case of Sardinia) 

The types of investment in the farm that are incurred are as follows:

Investments for the creation and development of agritourism hospitality including 

camping.

- agri-tourism activity; 

- hospitality in open spaces of the farm intended for campers, caravans and caravans;

- food and beverage supply; 

- organization of tastings of farm and local products;

organization of the following activities:

educational and cultural activities aimed at rediscovering the food and wine heritage, ethno

anthropological and regional craft;

sports activities, sport fishing, hiking and similar activities;

other recreational activities in general.



6.4 Support for investments in creation and development of 

non-agricultural activities

The actual regional implementation in Italy (the case of Sardinia) 

Other types of investment in the farm:

Investments for the construction of small transformation plants in the farmsand /or areas 

equipped for the saleof farms products.

Investments for the realization of farm spaces equipped for horse riding (or donkeys), 

including those for the shelter, care and training of animals. 

Investments for the realization of educational and / or social activities on the farm.

Investments for the redevelopment of structures and landscape in farms that offer agritourism 

and / or educational and / or social services. (arrangement of the facades, courtyards, yards 

and fences close to the buildings involved in the intervention). 



M 7 : Basic services and village renewal in rural areas 

What is financed:

- support for investments in the creation, improvement or expansion of all types of 

small scale infrastructure, including investments in renewable energy and 

energy saving; 

- support for broadband infrastructure , including its creation, improvement and 

expansion, passive broadband infrastructure and provision of access to broadband 

and public e-government; 

- support for investments in the setting-up, improvement or expansion of local 

basic services for the rural populationincluding leisure and culture, and the 

related infrastructure; 

- support for investments for public use in recreational infrastructure , tourist 

information and small scale tourism infrastructure



M 7 : Basic services and village renewal in rural areas 

What is financed:

- support for studies/investments associated with the maintenance, restoration 

and upgrading of the cultural and natural heritage of villages, rural 

landscapes and high nature value sites including related socioeconomic aspects, 

as well as environmental awareness actions 

- support for investments targeting the relocation of activities and conversion of 

buildings or other facilities located inside or close to rural settlements, with a 

view to improving the quality of life or increasing the environmental 

performance of the settlement 

- support for drawing up and updating of plans for the development of 

municipalities and villages in rural areas and their basic services and of 

protection and management plans relating to Natura 2000 sites and other areas of 

high nature value 



5. 
Results of rural policy in Italy.

AnάŜŎƻ-ǎȅǎǘŜƳέ to support rural tourism 

41



Rural tourism : we need to create a 
whole-ecosystem 

CƛƴŀƴŎƛƴƎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΧΧ 

42



Results of rural policy in Italy.

43

1. Rural development model (several skills and solutions)
2. Quality products 
3. Producer organisations and cooperative system
пΦhǊƎŀƴƛŎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ άƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ ǇŜǎǘ ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜέ
5. Agro-tourism
6. Social Farming



Regions (NUTS 2)       
21 RDPs                 

Rural Development 

Programmes

Each Region is 

responsible for the 

definition of the regional  

strategy and for the 

implementation of its 

own Rural 

Development 

Programme RDP 

(Managing Authority). 



Since 2002 Since 2004

National and Regional Paying Agencies in rural development 

Since 2009

Since 2008
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Agea acts both as Ɂ"ÖÖÙËÐÛÈÛÐÖÕɯ!ÖËàɂɯfor all the 

ÐÛÈÓÐÈÕɯ/ ÚɯÈÕËɯɯÛÏÌɯɁNational Paying Agency ɂ



Strengths of the Italian Rural development model.
Some examples linked with rural tourism and diversification in agriculture. 
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1. Rural development model (several skills and solutions)
2. Quality products 
3. Producer organisations and cooperative system
пΦhǊƎŀƴƛŎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ άƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ ǇŜǎǘ ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜέ
5. Agro-tourism
6. Social Farming



PDO, PGI and TSG

GeographicalIndications (GI)

TSG Traditional Speciality Guaranteed       

PDO Protected Designation of Origin ïproducts and 

foodstuffs produced, processed and prepared in a 

given geographical area using recognised know-how

PGI Protected Geographical Indication covers 

agricultural products and foodstuffs closely linked to 

the geographical area. At least one of the stages of 

production, processing or preparation takes place in 

the area.

highlights traditional character, either in the 

composition or means of production

The importance of qualities policies within the EU
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Quality products  (RDP measure  3.1, 3.2, 4.1, 4.2, 16) 

Total PDO & PGI, TSG products in the  European 
Union = 1241

ITALY 25%; 294 QUALITY PRODUCTS  (October 2017 data)

ITALY 1st EU Country for PDO, PGI, TSG turnover & n. of products 

Annual turnover of the n.294 Italian PDO PGI TSG products (8 billions Euro) 

quality cheeses, olive oil, fruits&vegetables, pastry, cured meats, ecc. 
Most of Italian PDO and PGI products are exported.

WINE(at EU level separate system of labelling) 

Italy 527 Quality wines  (1st EU Country for number of EU quality brands  DOCG, DOC, IGT) 
Turnover 6,5 billions of Euros. Italy In 2017  First wine producer in the world (48.7 million hectoliters)



THE STRATEGIC ROLE OF THE ñQUALITY PRODUCTS ôò

IN ITALY  (PDO, PGI, TSG)

Huge economic dimension: + 8 bl euro at the 

production level; 

Strong link with the territories, regions, traditions, 

etc.; 

accessible policies also for Small farmers and agri-

food producers/processors (strong system of 

cooperatives and associations of small producers).

The importance of food quality policies in Italy 



Strengths of the Italian Rural development model. 

Some examples linked with rural tourism and diversification in agriculture.
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1. Rural development model (several skills and solutions)
2. Quality products 
3. Producer organisations and cooperative system
пΦhǊƎŀƴƛŎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ άƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ ǇŜǎǘ ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜέ
5. Agro-tourism
6. Social Farming
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RDP Measure 16

COOPERATION AMONG 

SMALL AND MEDIUM FARMS 

2017 DATA

- 4.703 Agro-Cooperatives

- 35 millions of Euro of 

turnover

- 7,5 millions of average 

turnover per farm

- 91.584 employed operators

- Economy of scale

- Mutual funds

- Export and better market 

access (supply chain)

SECTORS:

- 26 % Meat and cured meat

- 25 % Fruit&Vegetables

- 19 % Milk and Dairy 

- 14 % Services

- 13% Wine

- 3 % other  



Strengths of the Italian Rural development model. 

Some examples linked with rural tourism and diversification in agriculture.
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1. Rural development model (several skills and solutions)
2. Quality products 
3. Producer organisations and cooperative system
пΦhǊƎŀƴƛŎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ άƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜέ
5. Agro-tourism
6. Social Farming
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ORGANIC 
52.609organic farms (2015 data): Country with more organic farms in the EU

1.796.363organic hectares (2017 data) ß20 % of whole EU organic farming surface 

3.600.000 organic livestock animal units.  

Annual Turnover of the Italian Organic sector (2,5 billions of Euros)

Growth of the organic market in 2017 + 8,1 %  

INTEGRATED AGRICULTURE

940.000 of ha ñintegrated agricultureò (fruits and vegetables) 

of  which 500.000 ha supported by RDPs. 

Growth of the integrated agriculture market in 2016 + 9,2 %

Italy leader in EU
for n. of ha cultivated with ñIntegrated pest methodò

for n. of organic farms 

for export of organic products  

Organic farming and integrated pest method agriculture
RDP  measure 10  & 11;  Organic farming average RDP support per ha Ą 250 Euro ; 
Integrated pest method average RDP support per ha Ą 172 Euro )



Strengths of the Italian Rural development model. 

Some examples linked with rural tourism and diversification in agriculture.
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1. Rural development model (several skills and solutions)
2. Quality products 
3. Producer organisations and cooperative system
пΦhǊƎŀƴƛŎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ άƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ ǇŜǎǘ ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜέ
5. Agro-tourism
6. Social Farming
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Strengths of the Italian model

Agro-tourism 
(AGRITURISMO)

DIRECT LINK :

FARM ïTOURISM 

Agro-tourist farms provide for  

accommodations; catering;  

recreational activities; direct selling of 

products; possibility to participate to 

the farm activities.

09.718 agriturismi in 1998

18.480 agriturismi in 2008

22.661 agriturismi in 2016

23.406          agriturismi in 2017

53 % located in hilly areas

31 % located in mountain areas

ü12.7 millions tourists in farm stays 

(of which 58% coming from abroad) 

ü4 days is the average period of stay in 

a farm by the tourist. 

Italy leader in EU for n. of agro-

tourism farms

Annual turnover of the agro-tourist sector 

1,3 billion of Euros.

Average annual turnover 52.952 Euro per farm. 

RDP measure  6.4 ςdiversification of agricultural activity



Strengths of the Italian Rural development model. 

Some examples linked with rural tourism and diversification in agriculture.
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1. Rural development model (several skills and solutions)
2. Quality products 
3. Producer organisations and cooperative system
пΦhǊƎŀƴƛŎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ άƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ ǇŜǎǘ ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜέ
5. Agro-tourism
6. Social Farming
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Social Farming 

Defined by National Law. 
Farms offering social activities; agrowelfare
Spin-off of agritourism 

(elderly people; young students during
summer breaks; rural kindergartens; 
people with handicaps; Therapeutic
agriculture; people needing
reintegration in the society, etc.). 

Mostly located near the urban poles or in 
rural areas where lack of additional social 
services

ÅIn Italy 2.424 social farms (2016 data)

V 51 % farms (mostly 
managed by young farmers 
and women); these are 
Profit company; 

V 25,5 % social communities 

V 23,5 % social cooperatives

RDP Measure 6.2, 6.4, 16.9 

- Diversification into non-agricultural activities;
- Creation and development of micro-

enterprises;
- Basic services for the economy and rural 

population

ÁInvestments in the development of educational and 
cultural activities;
ÁInvestment in social and recreational activities;
ÁTherapeutic agriculture, 
ÁSocial inclusion.



6.  
Agriturismo: an Italian success story 
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Agrotourism in Italy

Å47%north
Å34%central
Å12%south
Å 7%islands

Agritourist farms :23.400

Å31% on the mountains
Å 53% on the hills
Å 16%others

Å 18.000 provide for hospitality
Å 11.000 serve meals
Å 4.000 tasting tours (wine & others)

Å238.000 beds
Å 11.000 camping areas
Å 430.000 seats (farm restaurants in agriturismo)

35 % farms are women run companies



Agrotourism in Italy

Agritourist farms : 

23.400

Recreational activities organized in the Italian agritourisms: 

Å 1496 farms: horse riding

Å 1932 farms: trekking

Å 3482 farms: excursions

Å 2595 farms: mountain bike

Å 5000 farms: sports ñpleinairò

Å 1855 farms: training courses (cooking, etc.)



o Thirteen young farmers founded the first Italian Association of Agritourism (Agriturist): from 

that day Italy  started to know a new kind of holiday

Å 1985: first framework State law

o For the first time hospitality is seen as one of the possibleñconnectedòactivities that

farmers can lead. 

Å 2006: second (and actual) framework state law

o Establishes less restrictive limits about meals in agritourism: it is possible to use products from nearby

farms

o The concept of prevalenceof agricultural activity on the touristic one is born

Å 2013: decree of actuation of the 2006 framework state law

o Trademark ñAgriturismoItaliaò

o Homogeneous criteria for national classification (Applies only to farms with accommodation)

Milestones of ItalianAgritourism

From the origin tothe present day : 

Å 1965: the neologism ñAgriturismoò entered the Italiandictionary



Italian Agritourism: the market, year2017

ÅAgritourism: 23.406
ü last year: +3,3%

ÅBeds: 253.300 (average 13,2)

ÅSeats: 441.700 (average 38,7)

Source: Istat (Italian Statistical Institute)

ÅGuests 3,2 millions - 47%foreign
ü last year: +6,7%

ÅNights: 12,7 millions (58%foreign)
ü last year: +5,3%

Supply

ÅYearly turnover: ú 1,356 billion ïlast year+6,7%

Demand



Italian Agritourism ςSupply(2005-2017)
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Italian Agritourism ςDemand ςGuests (2005-2017)
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Italian Agritourism ςDemand ςNights (2005-2017)
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Foreign tourists in Italian farms 

(agriturismo):

ÅGermany

ÅGreat Britain

ÅSwitzerland



Type of guests in Italian

agritourism farms.   

other*  

5%

single  

tourists  

4%

couples  

38%

groups of  

friends  

11%

families  

42%

* Organized groups, schoolsé



Guests: reasons of stay in agriturismo

30,2

53,7

77,9

14,6

56,2

38,8

14,9

low  

spending

wine and  

food

re lax sport cultural  

events and 

visits

hiking other*

* life in countryside, nature, traveling with pets, familiarenvironmenté



Marketing sources for agriturismo 

internet  

31%

word of mouth  

33%

tourist guide  

18%

magazines  

5%

travel agency  

11%

other  

2%



Framework State law 96/06 - Article 1

The 8 main goals of agriturismo:

ÅTerritorial resources to be increased in value

ÅWorking activities to besafeguarded

ÅMultifunctionality and diversification

ÅEnvironmental protection

ÅRural buildings restoration

ÅDevelopment of ñtraditionalò products oforigin

ÅRural culture and nutritional education

ÅDevelopment of the agricultural and forestrysectors



What an agriturismocan do ? 

According to National Law 96/2006 (art. 2, 3rd paragraph): 

- Provide for accommodations in rooms, flats both located in the farm or in 
an area near the farm (in the case of camping); 

- To offer traditional meals (mostly the farm products and local product, i.e. 
PDO, PGI products); 

- Organising tasting tours for farms products (wine, olive oil, cheeses, etc.)

- Organising recreational, cultural, didactic, education, activities in the 
farm or in the landscape surrounding the farm,  or sport activities 
(excursions, trekking, horse-riding, beach volley, etc.); Ą also in 
agreement with local microbusinesses or public bodies (parks, 
municipalities, cultural associations etc.)
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Requirements for agriturismo. 

According to National Law 96/2006: 

- Only farmers can carry out an agriturismoactivity (farmer according to art. 
2135 of the Italian Civil Code); 

- A farmer can carry out an agriturismoactivity only in his/her farm ! (DIRECT 
LINK FARMING ςAGRITOURISM); 

- Regional tables define: the time dedicated to the agritourist activity MUST 
be less than the time dedicated to farming (cultivations, livestock, etc.); 

- Only buildings already present in the farm can be used for an agritourist 
activity (important: in case of building in decay, they have to be restored 
according to the traditional characteristics of the area (rural architecture); 

- The food/products offered to guests should mostly be produced in the farm 
or of local origin.   
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ÅConnection:

-farms should mainly offer products and services resulting
from  their agricultural activities and aligned with what 
territory is  inclined to offer. 
-i.e Lazio Region: products offered to guests, 35% have to come from the farm; 

-i.e.Lazio Region: products offered to guests, 45% have to come from the 
Region. 

ÅGive prevalence to:

- spending more time in agricultural activities than in

tourism

- self-produced foodstuffs

ÅLimitations in the reuse of buildings; limited new buildings. 

ÅLimitations in the exploitation ofexternal labour (priority to family)

TheRules



Agritourism Public System

ÅSTATE

ÅREGIONS

(19 + 2 Autonomous  

Province)

Å(PROVINCES)

ÅMUNICIPALITIES

Framework law (guidelines)  

Regional law

Regional rule  

Health andhygiene

Quality andclassification  

Regional list of farms

By Regional delegation  

Issue of permits

Town planning and hygiene  

controls



Regional legislations:  

Each Region in Italy according to his particular local situation defines, 
detailed dispositions according the following stages: 

- REGIONAL CONTROL ON VERIFICATION OF ALL REQUIREMENTS TO BE 
REGISTERED AND LEGALLY CONSIDERED AN AGRITURISMO. Presence of a 
real agricultural activity and its connection with the agritourist activity 
proposed. 

In case this first control is positive:  Ą the farmer communicates to the 
municipality the intention of beginning the activity.

Municipality issue the permit to open the Agriturismo. 
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Connect ion

0,15 1,40 5,004,00 4,00

5,00 5,00 5,00 5,00

AGRO

SERV.

Tax 0,06ú

Tax 0,90ú

Agriturismo has a 

taxation advantage.  

Taxed like an 

agricultural activity.  



Fiscal benefits for agriturismo

The reason of control = agritourism have fiscal advantages compared to an ordinary tourist 
company (i.e. rural hotels, i.e rural restaurants, etc.)

Ą Because they are connected with agriculture.

1) Agritourism: Profit taxation 25% like any other agricultural activity. 

(much less than a ordinary company/enterprise).  

2) Agritourism: VAT discount 

The ordinary national VAT for services is 22% in Italy. 

Agritourism: 

Å 10% VAT=  for accommodation, camping, catering (providing food to guests). 

Å 22% VAT = for cultural and recreational, sport activities. 

Farmers MUST release invoice or fiscal receipt for their activities, differentiating the various  
services submitted to different VAT rates. 
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workforce

agro-cateringservice cookingschool
environmental  

maintenanceservices
agrokindergarten

Give prevalence to farming
self-produced foodstuffs machines and equipments



The Rules: time/work
the prevalence of agricultural activity in case of 

agriturismo

Wheat

crops ha
hours  

of work

8 50

TOTAL

400

Potatoes 2 320 640

Olive tree 2 400 800

Fresh veget. 1,5 2.000 3.000

4.840

n.1 bed

hours n. tot

n.1 B&B

n. seats

n.A.camp

80 20 1600

95 0

35 88 3080

32 0

4.680

+20%
In case of mountain  

farm, organic-farm,etc. 5.808



Legislation the agriturismohas to respect. 

1) The general legislation for tourist activity (simplified but 
more or less like any hotel touristic activity) Ą hygiene rules, 
guests safety(i.e. fire prevention, room safety, bathroom 
safety, etc.) 

2) The general legislation on the recreational and cultural 
activity they are offering (i.e. in case of swimming pool or 
horse riding Ąmanagement and safety rules for these kind 
of activities). 

3) The general legislation for the public hospitality (i.e. 
accessibility for people with handicaps; no smoking rules, 
etc.). 
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Actions and tools provided by the Italian Rural Network


